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the Weald of "0 ; 


OR, 


- of Direflion to the Husbandman, for 


the truc ordering, manuring, and inriching 


of all the Grounds within the Wealds of 


Kent and Suſſex, and may generally 
ſcrue for all the grounds in England, 
of that nature: as, 


| 1. Shewing the nature of all Weald, round; comparin 
ot ant ſoyle of 6 fro 4t PRE Bi HE by 
2. Declaring what the Marle 5, and the ſt encrall ſorts theres 
of, and where it & vſually found, 
f. The profitable vſe of HMarle, and other rich wanurings, 
& well in cach ſort of arable land, « «ſo for the encrea ſe 
of Corne and Per? throu pes the Kingdome, 


—__— 


ry Painbully ond heba dad this land, by 


a man of greaf eminence and worth. 
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Sir 


To he Honourable Krvght, 


George Riners of Chaſford, in the 
County of Kan r. 


Sin, 

8-1 Ad I no [cale (more then thi bare aud 
P| plaine moulded Epiſtle) by which 10 
1 [| come to your Worſhips eares, yet in 
5 reſpeet of the honeſt Linery which it 

EIS, ,;rrics (being neceſſary and busbandly 
+ colleftions, eſpecially gathered for the Country and 
: Sole wherein you live) 1 know, it cannos cbuſe but 
[ Jinde both fauour and mercy in your acceptation ; but 
when 1 call vp into my confideration, the great porthi- 
peſſe of your experience inthu and all other the like 
aff aires, which tend to the generall benefit of the Com- 
mon wealth, and weigh = excellency of your wiſc- 
doms, Kudgement, bounty, and affeftion onto hoſpita- 
lity (which gine both ſtrength and aduancement to pro- 
tefts of this nature) I could nos but take ronto my 
ſelfe a dowble encour agement, and bold! ly ſay mio this 
- worke wbich 1 eſo: 28 your goodneſſe ; Goe and ap- 
Aa proach 


M "The Epiſtle! Dedicatory. 
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' proach with allth by [weetneſſe before him, h that [o per- 
fettly knows all which wg can/t or wouldſt diſcouer; 
be that u able both to corre& and amend an y thing that 

s imperfet in thee, hee, for vertues ſake, will ne- 
wer forſaks thez. Bleeue mee (worthy Sir) ſhould 
thu ſubieft wiſh it ſelfe a Patron, I doe not thinke, it 
could wiſh b:yosd you ; for you are a volumnz fall of 
all that of which it intreateth : wiineſſe your ,yeeres, 
Hour place, your ſupportation of the poore, and your 
continuall imployments ; with any of which, there ut 
rot (of your Raike) a ſecond linings in your Country, 
10 walks hand in hand with you; Being then ( deare 
Sir) the oldeſt and beſt friend to your Country ; for- 
ſake neither her, nor thu which comes to ſerue it ; and 
though in thu Glaſſe (ome lincaments may abpzare i4- 
perfett, yet by the helpe of your fauour (though little 
be exatt or moſ} excellent) nothing ſhall bee groſie or 
1worthy the ſuruay of. 'your worthier patience. And 
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Your Worſhips to þe commanded, 
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A diſcourſe of the Weald of Kent ; and a compariſon of the 
| arable Lands therein , with the other parts of the Shire - 
_ .. Together with ſome neceſſary comnſels for the ordering aud 
inriching of the Marleable Lands in the Weald, or gene- 
rally in any part of this Kingdome. { 


A x HE Weald of Kent is the Tower part of Further ads| 
SC that Shire,lying on the South fide thereof, 4itiens. 
e&%, and adioyneth to the Weald of S»//ex, to- 

Ae wards the Welt. 
eds y This Weald both in Kent and Sufex, 

was ſometimes all (or the moſt part) wooddy, wilde,and 

(in the firſt times) vainhabited ; and from thence rooke 

the nameof Weald from the Saxon word,Weale or Teale, 

or Weald, which {1gnifieth a wooddy Countrey, or For- 

| reſt-like ground. The Britons called it ,Andred, which 
Henifieth Greatneſle or Wonderfull,and in Larine it was 

called Saltus _Anared, (that is to ſay) the Chaſe or For- 

1 reſt of Anared, by reaſon of the great circuit, or large 
bounds thercof. 

Touching the true boundary or limits of this Weald, 
| there haue bia divers opinions,and moſt of them yarious. 
and much differing both in place and quantity ; bur thar 
Which isthe neereſt and beſt allyed vnto truth , both ac- 
cording to the opinions of Aſſertus WHenenenfir, Henry of 
Hantinzdon and others of moſt credible reporr,is ; that it 
extendeth from the Town of Winchelſey in Sauſſex,an hun- 
died and twenty miles in length towards the Weſt ; and 
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thirty miles in bredth towards the North. Now, although 
this report be moſt agreeable vntoverity,yert who knows 
not,that curiofiry may raiſe yp many obieRions to with- | 
ſtand it ; and therefore Maſter Lambert in his Perambu- 
lation of Kent,hath preſcribed the beſt and moſt infalli- 
ble way to finde our the true and certaine bounds of this 
Weald.,to be only by Iewry,or the verdi of rwelue men 
impannelled, for that purpoſe, eyther in caſe of contro. 
_ uerſie, or other particular ſearch ; & this hath bin in theſe 

latcr times brought forth moſt plentitully ; for it hath bin 
found by diuers late VerdiQs,vpon eſpecialland moſt ne- 
ceſſary occaſions,that the Weald of Kert istruely Maſter 
Lamberts ſecond ſtep in his Perambulation of Kexr,reach- 
ing from Winchelſey in Ssſſex,and that Hill there, vnto the 
roppe of Rivers-Hill in Kent; and neyther farther ro- 
wards London, nor ſhorter towards Tunbridee, which a- 
erceth ſo perfitly with the former limitations, that both 
may be receyuedas moſt true and ſufficient. 

This Weald was for many yeeres held to be a wilde 
Deſart, or moſt vnfruitfull Wildernefle ( as write the 
Authors before mentioned) and indeed ſuch is the nature 
and diſpoſition of the Soyle thereof to this very day : for 
it will grow to Frith or wood, if it bee not continually 
manured and laboured with the Plough, and kept vnder 
by Tillage, fo as it may trucly be faid of it, nculte paraye 
tur vomere Silue, It is through-out ( except in very few 
places adioyning to Brookes or Riuers)of a very barren 
nature,and vnaptcither for Paſturage or Tillage,vntilthat 
it be holpen by ſome manner of comfort,as Dung, Matle, 
Freſh earth, Fodder, Aſhes,or ſuch other refreſhings; and 
that ſeemeth to haue been the cauſe for which in old time 
it was vied as a Wilderneſle, & kept for the moſt part with 
Heards of Dcare,and Droucs of Hogs,as is ſpecificd in di- 
uers hiſtoricallRelations. And 
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And as there bee yet remaining in S»//ex diucrs great 
Forreſts, and ſundry Commons or Waſtes, hauing five or 
fixe miles in length , which for the moſt part are not fitta 
be manured for Corne, and yeeld but little profit in pa- 
ſture ; ſo have there been alſo in Kew? (within our memo- 
ry)agreat number of wooddy and ouer-growne grounds, 
conuerted of late ro Paſture and Tillage, euen after ſuch a 
manner as in the ſaid Perambulation is teſtified , where ir 
is aid,that although the Weald of Xent belonged to ſun- 
dry knowne owners long fince,yet was it not then allot- 
red into particular Tenancies, as the other parts of the 
Shire were, but it was , in proceſle of time, by little and 
little gained, as men were contented to inhabit there,and 
ro rid it of the wood ; And hereof it isalfo, that beſides 
ſundry whole Pariſhes which be named Dennesor Low 
places,as T enderden, Marden, Beneden,and ſundry others, 
there be moreouer many ſmaller portions,almoſt in euery 
part of the Weald of Kent, which hce likewiſe called 
Dennes ; as the Denne of Craxbrooke in Cranebrooke ; the 
Denne of Hawkehurſt in Hawkehurſt, and ſuch others, the 
which (as it ſeemeth) were at the firſt vndertaken to bee 
manured by ſundry particular perſons, whoſe names were 
then taken from thoſe very Dennes, and continued many 

yeeres together, as by ancient euidences it doth yet ap- 
peare,howſocuer the age of long time hath now almoſt 
worne and conſumed rhem all out of knowledge, Neither 
doth the Weald of Kept containe ſo many great Mannors 
or Courts (for the proportion of the largeneſle) as the 
reſt of the Shire doth, but was appertaining, for a great 
part thereof, to ſundry of thoſe Mannors which doe lye 
at large diſperſed thorow the Shire , whereot each one 
hada great portion in the Weald, which both in the book 
of Doomelſ-day,and in ſundry the Court Rolls, and aac 
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rals,paſſerh by the name of Weald,and Silna Porcorum,or 
Swine gatts, which were granted rodiuers ofthe Farmers 
and owners of ſundry Tenancies, which did belong vato 


thoſe Dennes,and other Lands within the Weald. 


Andalbeit theſe Dens be for the moſt part good large 
portions of Land,that be now broken into many ſeuerall 
offeflions, fo as the ſame one Denne ſuffticeth 20. houſe 
holders at this day,yet it is very likely that each man ar 
the firſt had his ſeuerall Dea wholly and vabroken,wher- 
of he and his poſterity bearerh name, vntill rhat the ſame 
was by the cuſtome of Gawuikinde,by tale or by exchange 
divided and diftributed amongſt others into parts, as wee 
doe now ſce them. But howlocuer this Weald be of it 


. felfe vnfruitfull (as I ſaid) and of a barren nature, yer ſo it 


ne vie of 
arle.1s an- 
>Rq, 


THne was 
:ontinued, 
| is now 
lucd, 


hath pleaſed the prouidence of the Almighty to temper 
the ſame, that by the benefit of Margle or Marle (as it is 
commonly called) it may be made not onely equall in 
fertility with the other grounds of the Shire , as well for 
Corne as Graſſe,but alſo ſuperiour tothe more and grea- 
ter partof the ſame. The which manner of betteriog the 
ground is not now newly diſcouered, bur was the ancient 
practize of our Fore-fathers many a yeere agoe, as by the 
innumerable Marle-pits digged and ſpent ſo many yeeres 
paſt, that trees of 200. or 300. yeeres old, doe now grow 
vpon them, it may moſt cuidently appeare , beſides the 
which we haue mention of Matte in bookes of gainage or 
husbandry,that were written in the dayes of King Edward 
the 2.0r before, howbeit the ſame manner of rillage, by 
meanes of the ciuill warres, maintained many yeeresas 
well in the time of the Barons warres.,as of the warres be- 
tweene the houſe of Yorke and the Family of Lancaſter, 
was ſogiuen oner,and gone out of vſe, vntill theſe 30. or 


| 40. yeeres, that it may be ſaid to haue beene then newly 


' borne 
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borne and reuiued, rather then reſtored, becauſe the-very 
true art of inriching the ground by cIarle, ſeemeth to 
lyc hidden in part,as yet not to be diſcoucred to the full: 

for in this ſhort time we haue ſcene many arable grounds, 
which tor ſundry yeeres after the marling of them, hauc 
 plentifully borne Wheat and other Graine,to be now be- 
come vntruitfull, and fo will they continue, albcir they 
ſhould be now marled againe. And thiscommeth to paſſe 
by the ignorance of the right manner of ordering the 

| eMarle, which is as ſtrong and chearefull as euer it was 
| before, howſoeuer it worketh not his raturall effec, 
through the vnskiltulneſſe of the Husbandman, that both 
waſteth the Marie, and loſeth withall his time, bis la- 
bour, his coſt,and the profit of his ground. Icannot de. 
ny but a man ſhall ſee ſome grounds,of nature fir to take 
PL: Hearle,and of ſituation fo neere to Marle-pits long time 
| opened,that they might be matled plentifully with lirtle 
{ charge, and haue beene heretofore marled indeed, and 
| yet the ſameto lye now vnploughed, and not onely bar- 
ren of themſelues,but alſo vnapt for HarleD, and vnca- 
pable of amendment by Tillage : bur, I muſt ſay withall, 
that albeirthe men inthoſe former Ages had the right or- 
dering of Merle, yet were they not all good Husbands a- 
hke, neytherdoth the Field ioy alike vnder the Farmer, 

and ynder the very Owner of the ſame, the one ſecking - 
the very vttermoſt gaine that may be made during his 
ſhort intereſt, and the other indeuovring to perperuate 

| his commodity,euen to the end of his eftate,, which hath 
Aoend at all, ſothat through vnskilfulnes of the one,and 
Wreedineſle in others, the ground may ſooner be cramed 
- to death with Hare, then it thall be made the bcrter or 
fatter by it. The reaſon whereof I will teſerue, vntill that 


I ſhall haye cauſe to teach in particular,after what manner 
| and 
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and meaſure the ground is to be marled. In the meane- 
while, I will open the nature and conditions of this weal- 
diſh ground, comparing it with the Soyle of the Shire ar 
large, and afterward declare vnto you what the are 
is, and whart ſorts thereof there be viſually found in the 
Weald of Xen; and laſtly, enter into the true and profi- 
table vſe thereof, as well in each ſorr of arable Land, as 
alſo for the increaſe of Corne and Paſture thorow the 
 Kingdome. 

The arable ground ofthis Weald hath commonly a 
ficet and ſhallow Mould to be turned vp by the Plough, fo 
as in many places the dead Earth or Mould is within three 
inches of the tace of the ground, and in the beft places, 
the good Mould exccedcth not fix inches in depth at the 
moſt, and therefore it wanterh conuenient ſubſtance to 
- nouriſh Corne any long time, bur will faint and giue 0. 
uer,after a Crop ortwo; for the which reaſon alſo,it can- 
not yeecld any ſweet or deepe Grafle. Beſides this, the 
Weald hath many copped. or hilliſh grounds , out of 
whichthere doe. many Quits or Springs of water iflue, 
that make it cold and barren ; and from theſe Hillocks,the 
beſt part of the good Mould is waſhed downe into the 


Water-courles and Dikes that bee made to diuide and 


drainethe Land, Furthermore, the Weald is diuided in- 
to many {mall incloſures, the biggeſt ſort (for the moſt 


part) of which, are betweene fixteene Acres and twelue_ 


in Quantity, and thereby hath it many Hedges and Trees, 
which in voſcaſonable weather do keepe both the Sunne 
and Winde from the Corne, ſo as for want of that ſc: 
cour and comfort, it groweth, and many times rotterth?3 
the Earth, fo thar it carneth nor, nor eareth, nor proſpe 

_ rethnot kindely many times. And theſe ſmall Cloſes arc 

cauſed by this, that men are not able to matle any great 


part 
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ſeruation whereof, as allo for draining it, they are infor- 


| bur more leuell, euen, and champion alſo , by which the 


. before it bee dryed againe. But foraſmuch as the grear 
 oddes betweene theſe two ſorts of grounds, may be made 
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pars or quantity of ground at once; and hauing marled a 
ircle,they are deſirous to ſow it with Corne : for the pre- 


ced to make ſo many and ſmall ſeuerals : for all which 
reaſons it is plaine, that there is little good arable Land 
there, and rarely any good Paſture,thole onely places ex- 
cepted, which are amended by irrigations of flouds, 
which there is called lowing and oucr-flowing. Contra. 
riwiſe,the arable Land of the Shire at large, hath a deepe 
and fat Mould of good Earth;that is able to beare five or 
fixe good Crops together without intermiſſion ; and, af- 
ter three or foure yeeres reft, will doe the like againe, and 
may ſo interchangeably keepe that courſe for euer : yea, 
there be many grounds that are ſowed without ceaſing, 
becauſe the Mould is ſo deepe, that when the vpper part 
thereof beginneth to faint and be weary, men.can adde 
ſome ſtrength of Cattell, and with the Plough goe dee- 
per, and fetchvp a freſh Mould that will continue for a 
long ſeaſon. Furthermore, this arable ground is a hollow 
dry ground, for the moſt part, oa a deepe Clay, that by 
tillage, and the weather, will becomedry and ſpongy, fo 
as the Raine there wafheth in the fat of the Earth, the ra«= 
ther, becauſc ir is not ſo hilliſh and fliding as the Weald, 


Sunne and Winde doe dry the Corne, and doe make it 
both carne or care well, and yeeld a purer flowre then 
that which is fobbed in wet, and hath long time lyen 


eucnby the helpe of Hare, if it be rightly ordered, as I 
faid, I willnow ſhew you what ir is, and how many ſorts 
thereof be found inthis Weald of our Countrcy. Marie 
is indeed, as it is in name, the fat or (1:4r70w) of rhe 
B 2 carth : 


—— 
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earth : tor ſo did the Germanes, and [o did our clders the 
Sax035,terme it, of the word Harize, which wee found 
Marrow, and thereof we call it MAar/i#2, when we beſtow 
that fat earth vpon our leane ground, Pliny faith, That 


the Brittanes (meaning vs) did vie to amend their Land 


with a certaine inuention which they called Marge, that 


is,the fart of the carth, and it is to be ſeene in Comrade 


Hereshachins , that the Germaizxes doe yle it to the ſame 
end, and doe call it by the ſame name till this very day: 
it is therforc a fat, oyly and vaRtious ground, lying in the 
belly of the earth, which is of warme and moiſt tempe- 
rature, and ſo moſt fertill, ſeeing that hear and-moyſture 


bethe father and mother of generation and growth, how. 
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beit this is not a pure & ſimple marrow, (as that is which 
lyeth in our bones)bur a iuyce, or fat liquor mingled with 
the Earth,as is the fat which Ilyeth mixed, and diſperſed 
in our fleſh, ſo as the one may be drawne away, and the 
other zemaine, as it ſhall anon appeare vnto you. 

Foure ſorts of Marle be tound inrhis Weald, knowne 
aſunder by the difference of colours,and thercby alſo dif- 


tering in degrees of goodneſle one from the other : for © 


there is a Grey, a Blue, a Yeilow, and a Red Marle_p, all 
which be profitable,it they be carchy and far, or ſlippery 
as Sope: and moſt times little worth, it chey bee mixed 
with Sand, Grauell, or Stone. So the Blue is reputed the 
beſt, the Yellow the next,the Grey the nexr,and the Red 


l:fſe durable then the other three; and yet it is thoughte 


the Redro bethe better,it it be found vpon the Blue or 0+ 
thers. Theie Marlesdoelye in veines or floores,amongft 
thoſe Hillocks or copped grounds moſt commonly, wher. 
of I haue ſpoken, and doe oftentimes ſhew themſclues ar 
the foot of the Hill, or about the mid-way betweene the 
foot andthe top thereot: tome of rhem haue ouer them a 
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couer of ground, which we call Cope, not exceeding 7. 
or cight tootin depth ; ſome lie deeper, and other ſome 
doe ariſe, as namely, where the ground lieth not high, 
and that Marie commonly is very good ; and there is in 
diuers leuell grounds good Hare. | 

Andas Mazle is for the moſt part of theſe foure co- 


lours, ſo is arable ground for the moſt part of theſe foure Foure fort 
ſorts following ; that is to ſay, cither a cold, ſtiffe and &> | 


wet clay, which is either the Cope of the Marle, or lieth 
neere vnto it, and is therefore commonly called, The 
Marle Cope ground,ora Haiſell mould, which I count to be 
one of the beſt Wealdiſh Moulds, being a compound 
Mould, and very good for Harle, and will quit the coſt 
very well. Then are there rwo ſorts of ſandy Mould, the 


_ one beinga reaſonable good kinde, but not equall to the 


Haiſcll Mould , for you ſhall haue in diuers places of the 
Weald, this Haiſeil Mould to beare two or three good 


| crops of Wheat being Summer.fallowed,togerher,which 


you ſhall hardly hauc of any ſandy ground, without men- 
Jing : bur as I faid of the better ſort of theſe two kinds 
of ſandy Moulds, you haue commonly very rich: Wheat, 
being well marled, which is not ſo barren as the other ; 
bur this laſt kinde of ſandy Mould, is a very barren kinde 


of ground, and hath avery fleet Mould, and you ſhall 


haue very Heath grow vpon it in: divers places ; and yet 
being ordered as followeth with Here, will beare both 
oo00d Corneand Paſture, And now that we may the bet=- 
ter vnderſtand how to marle and manure euery of theſe 


ſorts by it ſelfe, you muſt know that the Haiſell ground 


being dry, and not ſubietto Wintereſprings, or teares of 
water (for,which ſome call ſuch, A whining or weeping 
ground) is to be handled thus. o | 


_ Fuſt, plough ir as deepe as youcan, withthe Rtrength _ _ 
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your Wheat: but I doubr,Peaſc doth ſomewhat ſtiffen it. 


of cight beaſts at the leaſt , and be not afraid ro plouph 


vp ſome part of the dead carth that lieth vnder the vpper 
good Mould, for the Sunne,the Raine,the Wind, andthe 
Froſt, will in time mellow and amend it ; and beſtdesthar, 
the Mould: will be the deeper fora long time aftcr, and 
thereby kcepe it ſclfe the longer from being ſtiftened 
with the cHarle, Then may you beſtow $00. Court- 


loads (as wecall them) of Marlevpon each Acre thereof, 
every load containing 10. 0r 12. Buſhels of cight Gallons, 


and cach Acre containing 160. Rods of 15. foot and a 
halfeto the Rod. Then aiſo you may chule whether, at 
the firſt breaking vp, you will ſow it with Oates, to kill 


the graſle, or <l{c firſt mail: it, and ſowit with Whear, 


or otherwiſe Summer-fallow it, in the May after the 
Oates, and then Marleit, and ſow it with Wheat, Vpon 
that fallow or Gratten (as we call ir,) you ſhall doe well 
to ſow it with Peaſe, and at Michaclmas following, to 


ſow that Pcaſe-ſtubble or Gratten with Wheat againe, 


which alſo will bethe better, if the Summer wherein it 
carried Peaſe, were moiſt, becauſe the Peaſe being rich 
and thicke, doe deſtroy the Grafle, that together with the 
waſhing of the fallowes by raine, doth greatly con- 
ſume the heart and vertue, or, as wee call it, the ſtate 
of the ground. But if that Summer were fdry, then 
is a fallow beſt, becauſe the Sunne with his heat doth 
mach good tothe ground, and inableth it the better to 
beare out the weather in the Wheat ſeaſon enſuing. If 


you like to ſow it, as I ſaid, with Peaſe, ſow themas early 


and timely as youmay, forthey will be ſo much the ſoo. 
ner harueſted, and then alſo you may plovgh or ſtir your 
Grattenthe ſooner, wherby it will bee the better harde- 
ned to beare out the weather in the time of ſowing of 


Two 
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Two buſhels of Wheat doe ſuffice for the ſowing of an 
| Acre hereof, except it be forthe firſt Crop, afterthe new 
breaking vp of the ground ; during which time, rhere is 
found a Worme, called an Emble, which in French ſigni- 
fieth Corne in the ground, being of colour yellow, and 
ofan inch inleogth, that will eat ſame part of the Corne:; 
bur if you ſow it thicke, ir will bee both ſmall-cared_ 
_ and thicke, and ſlender of ſtraw, which the Raine and 
Winde will beat and hurlee dowae, and then ir . will 
ſcarcely riſe againe; or if ic doe, yet through the 
neereneſle of the ſhadaw of the ' Trees and Hedges, that 
in ſo ſmall Cloſes be many, it will rather rot for want of 
drying, then come to maturity, thar is, to perfect hard, 
and full growne Cornce. After your firſt marling, you 
muſt carefully foreſce, that you plough nor this ground 
either with deepe or broad Furrowes, but flect and 
natrow, leſt you catt your Ia: into the dead mould, 
for Marle difftereth mich from Dongue in this behalfe; 
Dongue ſpenderh it ſelfe vpward, and howſocuer deepe 
itlye, the vertue thereof will aſcend : but <Marle (as 
faith Sir Walter Henly, in his Husbandry) ſcndeth his ver- 
tue downeward, and muſt therefore bee kent aloft, and 
may not bee buried in any wiſe. Furth:rmore, it your 
ground be hilliſh or coppied, ir ſhall be fic thar you make 
your Ridges 7. or 8. foot broad at the l-aſt ; for in ſuch 
falling lands,the more broad Furrowes you make, as you 
muſt make many, where you make {inall Ridges, the 
more of your <H are ſhall be waſhed and carried into the 
botromes. It is good alſo rodraw a crofſe orquarter Fur- 
row, and opening the ends of all your land Furrowes in- 
to it, to Ieaue the other ends of your Furrowes ſtopped, 
that the water-ſhoot runne not all the length of che Ed, 
Againe, this ground would alwaics bce ſowne vnder fur- 
Ee. IOW, 


0 -=—- _ 


——————_—_ 


The lnrichment of 


w_—_ 
Te _ Nm i ln ge wr oe oo enmity” we Re 


ay _—_— ” - wan _ vw <. ”” a by % a - 
- dab } vpn; ttt He, x 06 9. Bots; net a erm rn rn tr, HC * 0 A reg a. > rs 


row.and that alſo bctore Michaclmas, if the ſeaſon will 
ſo permit : forthis ground (if ir be well husbanded) will 
bee mellow and hollow, or looſe, whereby through 
Raine and Froſt, it would ſinke downe from the root 
of the Wheat; if it ſhould bee ſowne aboue Furrow, 
the which being vncouered, muſt needs bee bitten and 
killed with the cold. lc is alſo very fic that you harrow 
not this ſort of ground too ſmall, but that you leaue the 
clods as big as a Bowle, the which being mouldred with 
the froſt, will both couerand keepe warme what is vn- 
derneath it. Moreover, itſhall be good, that vpon ſome 
faireand dry day, in the beginning of March, you pur 
your flocke of Sheepe into your Wheat, that with their 
trampling vpon it, the Corne may be well and faſt cloſed 
with the carth,yea,& preſently after (if it wil beare foor 
you may roll it as you doe Barley, whereby both the 
Clods {hall be broken, and the Gratten or ſtubble ſhall 
be more even an ready forthe Mower. Generally you 
muſt ynderſtahd, that after you haue beſtowed your 
eMarle in the field, you ought to ler ir lie vnſpred a- 
broad, vntill you be ready to plough,and then immediat- 
ly after the ſpreading of it, turne it into the ground with 
the Plough ; for otherwiſe, if it ſhould lie long ſpred in 
the field, the Sunne will ſpend no ſmall part of the fat- 


__neſſe thereof, although I know many deſire it, becauſe ir 


will be the ſmaller being burned with the Sunne, which I 
like not, And therefore alſo no good Husband will carry 
and ſpend his dongue in the time of Suramer, except he 
doe preſently withall plough it into the ground ; for al- 
though the Aoadot th arable Land ir ſclfe will take 
pood, if it beturned to the Sunne, which will both dry 
and faſten ir, yetthe matter fareth farre otherwiſe with 


the Harle, from which if the Sunne ſhall draw and ow 
the 
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for Corneand Cattell alſo, Neither will it any thing a- 
uaile to marle it ouer againe when it ts ſo decayed, bee 
cauſe the former Merle having his iuice exhauſted by con- 
_ tinuall Tillage, whereofthe Corne ſucketh ene part, and 
i the Sunne, Winde and Weather dryeth and waſteth the 
. reſt, is but a dead Clod (as Ifaid) that is net capable of 
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new AHarleto amend it, nor caſteth any profitable graſſe 
atall ; forproofe hereof, I my ſelfe, ſeeing thatthe com- *Þ2 
mon carthof High-waies, were by treading of Cartel, 
waſhing of Raine, and the drying of the Sunne and ing 
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ther, it lay ſeparated from that naturail juice which ic | 
hath inthe pir, and ſpreading it ypoa the grounnd, ;I ſaw 
that the land was not onely not amended, but much the 
worſe by it. And now for an end of handling this fort of 
Haiſell ground, if it ſhall appeare vnte you, that 500. 
loads of Harlevpon the Acre, haue clanged, ſtiffened, 
and too faſt bound your land (as indeede the nature of 
Carle is to binde and to ftiften) then take you ſome of 
theſe waies to helpe it: cither relt it 4. or 5. yeeres, or fod. 
der vpon it before you breake it yp with fo many Cattell 
as you may ; or take the vppermoſt part of your Ditches 
or Forelands, or waſte places of your fields, which you 
may mingle with Dongue, and which, before you ſow 
your Wheat, you may lay ypon your fallow, and ſtir it in 
with your Plough, and by this youſhall both looſen your 
Aarle, and refreſh your ground, ſo that within go. yceres 
the Mould of your ground will cleane cat vp and ſwallow 
the £2arlethat you lay vpon it, and then become hun- 
ery, and as capable of Marle againe as it was before at the 
firſt. And by ihis alto, you may fce the very cauſe for 
which it is 250d nat to fow your marled Land continu- 
ally, butto paſture it by turnes and ſo giue it reſt ; name- 
ly, becauſe the continuall ploughing doth exhauſt and 
ipend the fart ofthe 24ar/e, leauing the crofhie, dry, and 
frui:lcfle parts thereof, ro lic and couer the face of your 
ground ; whereas Paſturage, through the donguing, trea- 
ding, & foddering of Catre!!,doth increaſe a new Mould, 
which mineling it felfe wich the dead Mould, doth in the 
end giue {ome lite and heart vntoir, And therefore theſe 
Farmours and owners that haue beene at the coſt ro 
marle their ground, and will not forbeare to till ir, bur 
haſtine to raiſc their charge, doe thereby vtterly ſtrike 
3 with tarrenncfle, arehke ro eE/ops man, who ha- 
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vine a Henne that layed him cuery day a golden Egge, 
and being greedy to haue all the gold at once, did there- 
fore kill the Henne, thinking to have found her bel- 
tie full of gold, and ſo was both defrauded of that 
hee looked for, and loſt alſo what hee had before. 
Hitherto of the nature, ordering and marlihg of this 
Haiſc!l ground. Generally now tor the continuall fal. 
lowins and ſtirring thereof, you muſt vaderſtand, ir 
may neither be fallowed wet, leſt it anſwer more Graſle 
then Corne,; nor yet ſo dry, that the dead bottome 
ſwell vp, as in grear drought it will, and ſwallow the 
g00d Mould that lieth above, and therefore binde no: 
your ſelfe to any preciſe time of any moneth, bur the 
opportunity either in May or Tune, as you ſhall finde 
the weather to haue prepared it for your deſire. In the 


like temper you ovght to ſtirre it after a ſhowre, after 
_ Saint 1ames his day, or intheend of Tuly:; for ſo will itbe . 


dry and hard before the time of ſowing, whereas it it bee 
Rtirred later, every ſmall Raine will diftemper it into 
Dirt or Mire, by reaſon of the tendernefle thereof, 
and then can you not fitly beſtow your Seede vp- 


ON It, 
- The arle Cope ground followeth, which is moſt 5: «ral 
commonly (as I ſaid) a ſtiffe, wer, cold Clay, and nor ofthe 44 
ſo fit as the former to bee marled for Corne, excepr in <%?* £* 


ſome few flcete places thereof, bur yet ir may ſerve 
for Paſture or for Oares; ſuch of them as bee marled. 
muſt be fallowed fleet or ſhallow, leſt the <Harle be- 
come drowned in the wet: then being marled, they 
may in dry Summers (and not ouver-moiſt Countries) 
beare Wheat in ſome medioerity, Three hundred loads 
at the moſt of carle are ſufficient for an Acre of this 
Kinde, and two buſhels and a halfe of Wheat will ſow 
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as may be: and yet to ſay thetruth, ſuch as will convert 
this ſort of ground to tillage, muft prouide. a greater 
quantity of rich ground or Greet (as wee tearme it) 
and of fat Dongue, then of Carle it felfe, to amend 
this Land withall. But if there bee any ground that is 
light and whining, or weeping, becauſe of Springs that 
rcthercin, and therewith doth caſt vp Ruſhes, let that 
be marled vpon the greene land with foure hundred oz 
fine hundred loads ypon the Acre, about the latter cad 
of Summer for ſo will the Mar/efinke into ir, and caſt vp 
a {weet graſle for eight or ten yeerestogether, and vntill 
that the Harle be ſunke ſo low, tnat another ſword or 
cruſt of carth bee growne ouer it, and then is it fir 
timetoplough it, but yet very fleet and narrow, for fo 
will it beare good Oates; bur if it bee. fo wet that you 
cannot aduenture to ſow your Wheat vpon it, be. 
cauſe the Ruſhes bee not killed with this firſt ploughe 
ing, then way you ſow it againe With Oates, drawing | 
o00d water-furrowes to draine it, becauſe it will be the 
wetter for ploughing, and thereby the 2arleallo will the 
ſooner loſe his force ; thus doing, let it ic to Paſture a- 
SUNC, wo, 
There be ſome other grounds of the 7471: Cope, 
which carry a ſywre Grafle, and the Dyers Weed (com- 
monly called Greening weed) and hauing a great tore 
thereof, the which alſo may be amended by three hun.- 
dredor fourc hundred load of are ypon the Acre of 
the greene Land; for the Marle will both rot the tore or 
| VCe- 
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time after, partly by the benefit of the cArarſe, partly 
by the rotting of the rore, and ſword, and partly by 
the dongue and water of the Cartel that paſture vpon it : 
for the {weeter the Paſture is, the more Beaſts it feedeth, 
and the more baits it beareth, the more ir ſelfe is amen- 
dcd by it, | 
Touching the fallowing of this ground, gre. heed is 
required: for as it ſwelleth morethean the Haiſell ground, 
if it be taken hardand dry, fo is it more graffie then thar, 
or the ſandy Soyle, if you fallow it wet : The ſeafon 
therefore followeth coinmoaly in Aprill, or in the be- 
 ginning of May, for to fallow it, and to ftirre it about 
Midſummer, or ſo ſoone after as the Raine ſhall have pre- 
pared it meet for your va-ſhod Oxen ro labour vpon it. 
Many men caring to hir the right ſeaſon for this ground 
inthe Spring of the yeere, doe make it ready by a Win- 
rer fallow. before Chriſtmas , and by ſtirring it before 


Midſummer,if they may;which manner is not to be mil- 
liked. 


| Laſtly, commerh the two forts of ſandy ground, and rhe order 
grauelly Mould, the one being to be ordered much after efibe fan 
the Haiſcll Mould, fauing he would have ſomewhat more Moi®%: | 


_ eMarle,and allo would be fauoured more inthe often til. 
lage,then it: for the Haiſell Mould will beare or indure 
more tillage then the Sand, But this laſt ſort of ſandy 
ground, being a very ſtaring Sand (as we vſe to call it) for 
much of it will beare Heathe, being of it (clfe very bar- 
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ren, and very fleet or ſhallow Mould , and oucr-hot and 
dry, and, by rcafon of that extremity, is vnfertill, excepr 
it be marled very plentifully. And rherefore when you 
breake vp this ground, plough it as deepe as you may,nor 
fearing to caſt downe the beſt Mould thereof, becauſe the 
Marie will pierce thorow, and finke downe intoit, An 
Acre of this ground requireth fize hundred or fixe hun- 
dred loads of your 2ar/e at the leait. Sow alwaies vnder- 
firrow about Michaclmas, with two Buſhecls and a halfe 
vpon the Acre, which it will better carry then the Hailell 
cround : for although the Straw be ſmall , yet will ir bee 
harder, and ſtand better then that of the other. The 
worme whereof I ſpake , will bee buſte with that, thar 
eroweth on this fort of ground, vntill that the heat there- 
of be ſomewhat aſſwaged by the Mare, If your ground 
be hilly,make your Water-furrowes in ſuch forr,as I haue 


{aid before, for the ſauing both of your Marle & Mould, 
harrow it very little, leaue it as cloddy as you may. After 


that you haue taken a Crop from it ; fallow that Wheat 
Gratten or Stubble in May; after that, ſtirre it alſo, and 
then, about Michaclmas, ſow it with Wheat againe : for 
it is not yet rich cnough to beare you good Peaſe. This 
done, let it reſt foure or fue yeeres, and if it ſend vp any 
plenty of Broome , cut or pull them when they bee of 
ſome meane bigneſſe, but plough not the ground, vnrill 
it hane taken ſuch reſt, and after it, you may well breake 


it yp of new,and ſow it with Oates: which Oate Gratten | 


or Stubble, you muſt Summer-fallow , when 1t is at the 
Harueft, and th:n if you defire to haue it in{good hearr, 
you muſt marle it with three hundred or foure hundred 
y | i 5 

loads vpon the Acte againe. After this Crop thus taken, 
reſt it fiue or fixe yeeres, and then take one Crop more of 


Oates from it, and, after a-Summer-fallow, ſow it with 
| Wheat, 
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Whe ar,and ſufer it to ly a Wheat Gratten or Stubble, till : 
ir ſhall have reſted as before, is appoynted for the Haiſell 


ground, and ſo will it bethe better thirty or forty yceres 
after the marling. Wee haue in this Weald a ſandy and 
grauelly ground that is wet and weeping , the which is 


ſcarcely worth the marling, except the neerenefle of the 
Marl*— : and thereby the ſmall coft and charge thereof, 


may intice a man to beſtow the coſt ypon it with Marle, 
and then the beft way is to marle vpon the greene Land, 
or vpona fallow, with five hundred loads or more vpon 
the Acre, or rather to take the profit thereof by Paſture 
then by Tillage : for ir will hardly beare good Corne, 
which is ſoone killed with the wet yapour that is conti- 
nually ſeat vp from the wet Springs that lye vader ir, 
This fort of ground is to bee fallowed, when it is both 


hard and dry, becauſe it Fyelleth not as doth the Hailcll 


Mould, and may therefore be taken in Tune, if former 


faire weather bring it not toa dry ſcaſon , and iris to bee - 


ſtirred alſo after a ſhowre, in the like plight as the Haiſel] 
mould before. Your marleable grounds bcing ordered 
in this wiſe, ſeuerally ſet downe for each kinde of them 
will continually ftand fruitfull eythcr tor Corne or Pa- 
ſture : and albcit the high prices which Corne hath of 


late yeeres carryed , may allure ſome men to ſow Corne 


incc{fan:ly, and thereby to ſpend their Hare, and to 
choke their arable in the end, yet I doubt not but the 
wiſer fort can ſce that it is much better to maintaine their 


orounds hearty and in good plight for cuer, then to rayſe 


a ſhort gaine, that wil bring a long & perpetual lofſe vpon 


them, the rather alſo, becauſe that Butter , Cheeſe, and 


the ficth of Beefe and Mutton,be aduanced in price equal- 
ly, itnot beyond Wheat, Rie, Barley, and the other 
Graines. Howbcit a good Husbaadman will male his 


proj. 
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profit of them both : for if hee haue one hundred, or one 
hundred & twenty Acres of this Wealdiſharable,he will 
ſo matle and manure them , that diuiding his Land into 
five or ſixe equall parts, he may continually plough twen- 
ty or fiue and twenty Acres for Corne,and yet lay to Pa. 
 ſture the reſt by rurnes : ſo thatby the help of his Arle, 
| his Land ſhall be continvally rich and profitable, both in 
the one and other of them. Andas thus I haue ſpoken of 
the Weald,deſcribing the nature and property thereof: ſo 
may euery man of diſcretion and iudgement, which ſhall 
meet with earth of the ſame quality and condition (in 
what part of this Kingdome ſocuer) make application of 
theſe Rules before rehearſed, and no doubt but the profic 
will make both the labour and coſt, profitable and plea- 


ſanc. 


The as wayes, according to the opinions of Writers, and 

the certaine waies according to the experience of Hucband- 
men, for the deſirufion of Moles, or Moales,which digee 
&nd ret wp the Earth , and how to reduce and bring the 


ground io the firſt gooane(ſe, haning been ſpoyled by ther. 
|E is needleſſe eyther to deſcribe the nature and quality of 


this Vermine, or the iniuryand hurt which they doe tothe 
Husbandman, Gardner, and Planter, ſince no Countrey 1s 
- Exempt from their annoyance: but touching the remedics,they 
are of greater ſecreſie,and therfore I thought good in this place 
ro inſert then. | 

\ The ancient Writers are of diuers opinions touching the 
marner ofdeſtroying this creature,and therefore haue lefr ynta 
vs ſundry Medicines how to worke the ſame : amongſt the 
which, one writeth, as an approued experiment , that if you 


eake Walnuteſhells, and fill thgra with Brimitone, _ and 
| cti0- 
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the Weald of Kent. 
P<trolin, and then {etting them on fire, put them into holes or 
trenches, thorow which the Moale pallcth, and the very ſmell 
or itinke thereof will poyſon them ; ſo that if you digge, you 
ſhall inde them dead in their holes. 

Another aftirmeth , That if-you take Brimſtone, and danke 
{ſtinking Litter of Horſes,and burne it inthe holes or haunts of 
the Moales, it allo will irmpoyſon them ; ſo as you ſhall inde 
Oy, wil come out of their Caues, and lye dead vponthe greene 
Grafle. | | 

A third aftirmes, That if you take greene Leekes,Garlicke,or 
Onyons, and chopping them groſlely, thruſt it into the hoales, 
and the very fume or-fauour thereof will ſo aſtoniſh and amaze 
the Moales,that they will preſently forſake the Earth, and fal.- 
ling into a trance , you may take them vp with your hands. 
Now there is not any of theſe Medicines which can beediſal. 
lowed : tor there is no doubt but that they will worke the cf- 
feats ſpoken of, if the Moale can be brought to rake a full ſent 
thereof : but it is a Vermine curious of ſent, and paſsingquicke 
of hearing, and being ina ſpacious ground , will preuent theſe 
baits; and therefore they are rather to be applyed for Gardens 
orlittle grounds, where there 1s bur a Moale or two, then in 
large Ficlds, where there be many hundreds. 

To conclude,for this matter of Medicines,or fer the helping 
of Gardens, Hopyards, or any ima!l ſpot of ground,there is not 
any thing held more auayleable, then to ſow in that place the 
Hearbe called Palma (brifs : for it'is found by certaine expe- 
Tience, that whereſoeuer that Hearbe'groweth naturally of it 
{clfe, or otherwiſe iseyther purpoſely ſowne or planted, there 
| in no wiſe will-any Moale abide. 

* Thus much 1 thought goed to ſhew you for the vſc of Medi. 

| Cine, andfor clearing of ſmall grounds: now for the annoyan- 

ccs which happen to grear,large, and ſpacious Fields, through 

the multitude of Moales ; there are only three abſolute wayes 

for the curing ofthe ſame. | | LD 

| . The firit is, in the moneths of: March and Aprill, ro view 

wherethey caft,and goc about to make ancxtraerdinary great 
Hill, in which they build them NO OY is knowne by the * 

- _ ; nw 
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newneſle of the Moul:]; then looke for the new trench which 
leadeth to the ſame ; for as ſhee goeth ſhe returneth t then with 
'0ur Moale-ſpade open thetrench in duuers places,and then ye. 
ry fill andfilently, and obieruing to take the winde, to preuent 
both hearing an.i ſmelling, watch the Moale as ſhee goeth or 
returneth,which is, Morning, Noone , and Evening, and as 
ſoone as you ſee her caſt, ſtrike her with your Moale.ſpcare, 
made of many ſharpe pikes,and ſo calt hervp.,and kill her. Thug 
haue I ſeene, by one man, an hundred deſtroyed in one day, 
The next infallible way for the deſtruction of Moales is ; IF 
you can by any poſs1ble meanes bring in water to ouerflow and 
waſh your ground, and as fooneas the earth 18 wet ouer, the 
Moales will come forth of rhemſelues, and you may gather 
them vp with your hands at pleaſure. | 
The laſt (indeed as much approued as any) 1s to take a line 
Moale in the moneth of March, which 1s their bucking or ingen. 
ring time,and pur it into adcepe braſle Baſon, or other deepe 
{moorh Veſflc!!, out of which the Moale cannot creepe, and 
thenat cuening bury it inthe carth vp to the brimme, and fo 
leaue it, ani the 1mpriſoned Moale will prefently beginne to 
fhrike; or-complaine or call; ſo that all the Moales inthe grotind 
will come to it, and tumbling into the Veflcll, they are pri- 
ſoners alſo, and the more prifoners, the greater will bee the 
noiſe; and the more noife, the more Moales will come to the 
refcue, ſs that I haue:feene 59. ar 60. taken in one night, and 
iInone Veſt! or brafle Kettle... - 
| Now, hauing thus learned haw to deſtroy the Moales, it is 
mect you alſo know how to preuent.the comming in of for. 
raigne Moales ; becauſe though you keepe your ground ncuer 
bo cleane, yer if your next neighbour be an ill Husband, his field 
may foone: impoyl{on yours agaihe: therefore to preucnt the 
comming in of any forraigne Moale, make. but bttle Furro ves 
or Trenches about your ground, and ſcatter in them imall 
round Balls made of Hempſeede, or Hempſecae ani 2u/mz 
Cbrift; beaten together, and you ſhall not neede to tare the 
comming inof any ncighbour-Moales, how many ſocucr tier 
bcabour you, 
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Laſily, for rhe reducing or bringing the ground to the firtt 
perf-Rion againe (for howſocuer ſome Husbandmen ſay, Moe 
Moale-h:lls, more ground; yet tis certainc, that moe Moale hils, 
Icfſ-good ground) forncuer yet was ſweet grall: ſcene on a 
Moalc-hill; rhercfore to bring it to perteion, which [ meane, 
to be Mcalouw- zround,or ground to be mowne, which Moalc- 
hills cannot be; you ſhall irſt with a ſharpe Paring- ſhouell, 
parc off the { warthabour three fingers deepe, for fcare of hur= 
| ting the roots of the graſle; and then the {warth taken off, 
dig. away the re! of the - Mould, and (catter it asſmall as you can 
round about the Hull, then rake the greene [warth, and cutting 
It artitifically,lay 1t cloſe, and faſt, andleuell, where you tooke - 
away the Mould, asit there had neuer beene Hill there : and 
thus doe to all your Hills, though they be neuer ſo innumera-" 
ble; and after all your ground 1s $ leuclied, as ſoone as the firſt 
ſhe. wrefalleth, run all your groun41 oucr with a paire of backe.. 
harrowes, or an Harrow made of a Thorne buſh, and it will 
breake the Mould as {mall as aſhes, which will ſo comfort and 
refreſh the root of the grafle, that it will grow in infinice abun. 
cance; andtheſo.vrenefle, which was cauſed, by reaſon of the 
Hills, will come againc to a perfcet (iveetneſl:;, and the Meas ' 
dow will be more fruitful then before by many degrees. And 
thus mucitfor the deitrudtion of Moales, and reducing of the 

earth to his firlt goodne{le. 
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